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March Special 
 

Nutty Irishman Latte 

Great Lent—What Is It? 
 

T 
he season of Great Lent has begun, but what is it? For the 
Orthodox Church, Great Lent is the time of preparation for the 
feast of the Resurrection of Christ. It is a time of renewed 

devotion: of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. It is a time of repentance, a 
real renewal of our minds, hearts and deeds in conformity with Christ 
and his teachings. It is the time, most of all, of our return to the great 
commandments of loving God and our neighbors. 
 
In the Orthodox Church, Great Lent is not a season of morbidity and 
gloominess. On the contrary, it is a time of joyfulness and purification. 
We are called to “anoint our faces” and to “cleanse our bodies as we 
cleanse our souls.” The very first hymns of the very first service of Great 
Lent sets the proper tone of the season: 
 

Let us begin the Lenten time with delight ... let us fast from 
passions as we fast from food, taking pleasure in the good 
words of the Spirit, that we may be granted to see the holy 
passion of Christ our God and his holy Pascha, spiritually 
rejoicing. 
 

Agia Sophia carries a variety of books that will deepen your 
understanding and practice of Great Lent as well as music CD’s featuring 
the great hymns of the Orthodox Church. During the month of March, we 
are offering a 20% discount on all new books and CD’s. Stop in and 
browse our collection—we may have the 
very thing that will enhance your Lenten 
journey. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 

and renew a loyal spirit within me. 

Psalm 51:10 



Page 2 

Agia Sophia Coffeehouse & Book Store 
225 Market Street 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 
At the corner of Third and Market Streets across from the Whitaker Center 

 Phone:  717.232.2033 
Email:  agiasophiaharrisburg@gmail.com 

                                            

 

 
 
 

 
Hours 

Monday-Friday, 7 AM—5 PM 
Saturday & Sunday—CLOSED  

 
Robbin Staller, Manager 

James Latimer, Assistant Manager 
Sally Marasco, Brews & Bytes Editor 

 

Harrisburg’s only  
non-profit coffeehouse! 

 
Agia Sophia Coffeehouse & Bookstore is a South Central PA outreach project under the auspices of the Orthodox 
Christian Charities of Greater Harrisburg, Inc. Our goal is to generate charitable contributions for area charities. 
We represent the following Orthodox communities: 

Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church, Harrisburg   www.ctshbg.org 
Holy Apostles Orthodox Church, Mechanicsburg   www.holyapostleschurch.org 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Camp Hill   www.holytrinityhbg.org 
St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church, Oberlin-Steelton   www.stnicholassteelton.org 

 

OCCGH Mission 

Established in 2009 the Orthodox Christian Charities of Greater Harrisburg, Inc. (OCCGH) was incorporated 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the purpose of charitable giving and education in the greater 
Harrisburg environs. Visit us at www.occgh.org to learn more about our organization or to make a donation. 
 
If you would like to learn more about OCCGH, the board members have developed a Power Point 
presentation and are available to speak at your church or organization. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Information for the newsletter should be submitted to Sally Marasco (hisgalsal@hotmail.com) by the 27th 
of the month. 

mailto:info@sophiaagiaharrisburg.com
http://www.ctshbg.org
http://www.holyapostleschurch.org/
http://www.holytrinityhbg.org
http://www.stnicholassteelton.org
http://www.occgh.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Harrisburg-PA/Agia-Sophia-Harrisburg/167791776407
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Agia Sophia March 2014 Charity Pledge 
Gamut Theatre Group 

 http://www.gamutplays.org 
 

Last Month’s Charity  
Pledge Update 

 
Thanks to your patronage  

and generosity, $300 will be 
donated to the  

Joshua House Project. 
 

Is there a charity in our 
community that Agia Sophia 

could help? Please let us 
know. We are here to serve 
the greater Harrisburg area.  

Agia Sophia Coffee House  
(Orthodox Christian Charities of Greater Harrisburg, Inc.) 

 
In Partnership with YOU! 

 

 Previous Donation $6451 
 Donations 2014 $600 
 TOTAL $7,051 
 
January: Bethesda Mission $300 
February: Joshua House Project $300 
March: Gamut Theatre Group TBD 

Gamut Theatre Group is the combined Theatre 
Company of Popcorn Hat Players Children’s Theatre 
and Harrisburg Shakespeare Company. Our mission is 
to tell classic stories in new and exciting ways for the 
entertainment and enlightenment of children and 
adults alike. Each year, GAMUT performs to over 
10,000 people at Gamut Classic Theatre, utilizing 
professional artists to provide quality theatre to 
children of all backgrounds and their families. Our goal 
is to create scenically minimal, performance oriented 
productions that not only entertain, but also inspire. 

Our commitment is to combine traditional stories with 
contemporary humor in order to create original shows 
that are universally accessible, affordable and 
appealing. 
 
Gamut Theatre Group also hosts and participates in 
numerous community outreach and educational 
programs throughout the year including KIDSFEST 
and Free Shakespeare in the Park. Gamut Theatre 
Group is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

http://www.gamutplays.org
http://www.gamutplays.org/shakespear
http://www.gamutplays.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/PHP-Logo-Color2.jpg
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Fire up the soup pot! The soup cookbook you have 
been patiently awaiting is now available at Agia 
Sophia—cost is $10!  
 
The booklet contains 56 recipes for soups (hot and 
cold) including requested favorites such as Tomato 
Pesto and Quinoa Peanut Vegetable. Many soups 
meet Lenten criteria, having no meat or dairy 
ingredients.  
 
All proceeds from these sales benefit local charity 
OCCGH. 

Love soup? Here’s the perfect  

cookbook chock full of 

delicious recipes! 

Monthly Shop Drawing 
 
 

Each month, Agia Sophia holds a monthly drawing for a free box of coffee and six muffins, 
a $30 value. There is no purchase necessary. Just drop your business card  

in the glass jar on the counter for a chance to win. 
 

 

February Winner—Joe Martin 
Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council, Harrisburg 

 
 

January Winner—Melissa Myers Stock   
Mechanicsburg 

(Photo of Melissa with Agia Sophia Manager, Robbin Staller) 
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We asked Brennan to tell us a little bit about himself and his 
experience as an Agia Sophia volunteer. Here’s what he has to say. 
 

I've been volunteering since September. I decided to 
volunteer since I always went to the shop, and I had time 
before work to help out there. I'm a high school junior and 
my goal is to go to college for drama. I'm not a fan of 
sports, but I spend most of my time acting at Gamut 
Theatre (our March Charity Pledge.) The best memories I 
have at Agia Sophia are really just the times I spent with 
my co workers. 
 

Thanks, Brennan! 
 
 
 
Agia Sophia is primarily staffed with volunteers, keeping overhead costs down and thus making funds available for our 
charitable giving. Those interested in volunteering at the shop are encouraged to submit a volunteer application.  

Volunteer 

 
S P OT L I G H TS P OT L I G H T   
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This month  
we feature our 

volunteer, Brennan. 

 

March SpecialMarch Special  
 

Nutty Irishman Latte  
A combination of Hazelnut and Irish Cream 

 
 small  $2.62  
 medium  $3.09  
 large  $3.43 

Latte Art by James 

http://www.agiasophiaharrisburg.com/files/Agia-Sophia-Volunteer-Questionnaire.pdf
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Need Rental Space? 
 

Looking for unique extraordinary surroundings 
to host a meeting, celebrate an event, share a 
film, discuss a book or simply gather with 

friends? If so, consider reserving Agia 
Sophia Coffeehouse & Bookstore. The 
coffeehouse has two areas available to meet 
your needs: a spacious lower level or the 
beautiful bookstore. Both spaces can be rented 
at a very reasonable hourly rate—from one 
hour (bookstore) to several hours (bookstore 
or lower level.) Refreshments can be created 
by a barista, pre-ordered and set up, or feel 
free to bring your own.  

 
If it’s parking that concerns you, the Rental Coordinator can 
offer suggestions to address that issue. Your event can take 
place during business hours (7 AM-5 PM), after hours (with 
the exception of Wednesdays), Saturdays and Sunday 
afternoons.  
 
For more information, please 
contact the Rental 
Coordinator at 717.614.3021 
or priggins@ptd.net.  
 
Hope to see you soon!  

 
 

The mission of Agia Sophia Coffeehouse 

and Bookstore is to provide Orthodox 
Christian outreach and to generate contributions to 
local charities. You can help! Donate your time by 
volunteering at the shop—let us know about any 
skills you have that may apply (marketing/ 

 
 

 

research/business), or make a donation. If you 
enjoy cooking/baking, we have a place for you! 
Come on into the shop and transform leftover 
bagels into tasty seasoned bagel chips or make a 
breakfast casserole.   

Time, Talents, Treasure 
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Fun Word Search—Can You Find All of the Words? 

The Agia Sophia ‘Wish List’ 
 

Thank you to all that donated our Wish List items. We have received the following 
items: 
 Digital picture frame 
 Serving ladle 
 Metal soup spoons 
 
We are still wishing for the following: 
 IPOD with display (new or used) 
 Enesco slow cooker 
 Sponsor for published advertising. Help us place a display ad in The Patriot News. 
 16 oz. mugs 

March Special 

20% Off All New BOOks & CD’s 

S 

javascript:(function()%7bvar linkid = 'Slideshow Link Additional Views';%7d)();
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Thank You Letter from The Bailey House 

 


